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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — CHILDREN IN CARE 

1. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
(1) How many children in the care of the Department for Child Protection have been in contact with police 

for antisocial behaviour in the last three months to date? 

(2) Of those children in care, how many have run away from a DCP placement? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Not applicable. As the former minister knows, details of children in the care of the Department for 
Child Protection that have been in contact with WA Police are recorded on individual case files on an 
incident basis, not as recordable statistics. Statistical data is therefore not available. 

(2) Not applicable. 

Hon Sue Ellery: You’ve changed the database! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Why don’t you change the database? 

Children in the care of the department have been neglected, abused and affected by trauma. Therefore, there are 
constantly small numbers of children in care who come into contact with the police or abscond from their 
placements for various reasons. The department works closely with these children and their carers, and the 
police, to resolve these issues as they occur. 

I will just tell the story of one young man. I could never understand why he absconded from care; he said to me 
that it was only after he left care that he realised he should not have. He said that he had always thought that if he 
was naughty and ran away, the department would place him back in his natural home. Of course, that would 
never happen. Members have heard me talk about the government’s residential care reform. The houses that we 
have bought are on acreages, and they are beautiful homes. If I were placed in one of these homes, I would never 
abscond; they are not old hostel-type homes, they are nice homes.  
 


